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Khairy (tengah) bersama Pesuruhjaya Tingg
Malaysia, Dr Murallitharan (dua dari kanan)
AstraZeneca dan Pantai Premier Pathology di Kuala Lumpur, semalam.
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EU iktiraf sijil vaksinasi,
saringan COVID-19 Malaysia

Ujian teknikal
menunjukkan
menepati Sistem
Pengurusan
Vaksin

Oleh Mohd Iskandar Ibrahim
mohd_iskandar@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Kesatuan Eropah
(EU) mengiktiraf sijil vaksinasi
dan saringan COVID-19 Malaysia
berkuat kuasa semalam selepas
menepati Sistem Pengurusan
Vaksin kesatuan berkenaan.

Perkara berkenaan dinyatakan
Presiden Suruhanjaya EU, Ursu-
la Von Der Leyen menerusi ke-
nyataan hasil Keputusan Pelak-
sanaan Suruhanjaya bertarikh 1
April 2022, !

Menerusi keputusan itu, sijil
vaksinasi atau MySejahtera dan
ujian COVID-19 yang dikeluar-

kan oleh Malaysia adalah selaras
dengan Sistem Pengurusan Vak-
sin, sekali gus memudahkan ke-
bebasan pergerakan dalam ne-
gara EU.

Kenyataan itu menyebut, Ma-
laysia juga perlu dihubungkan
dengan kerangka Sijil COVID-19
Digital EU yang diwujudkan me-
ngikut Peraturan (EU) 2021/953.

“Pada 10 Mac 2022, berikutan
permohonan Malaysia, suruhan-
jaya ini menjalankan ujian tek-
nikal yang menunjukkan bahawa
sijil vaksinasi dan ujian yang di-
keluarkan Malaysia adalah me-
ngikut Sistem Pengurusan Vak-
sin.

“Malah, ia beroperasi dengan
framework (kerangka) yang di-
tetapkan oleh Peraturan (EU)
2021/953 yang mengesahkan ke-
tulenan, kesahihan serta integ-
riti sijil-

“Justeru, suruhanjaya ini
mengesahkan bahawa sijil vak-
sinasi dan ujian COVID-19 dike-
luarkan Malaysia, mengikut Sis-
tem Pengurusan Vaksin dan me-
ngandungi data yang diperlu-

‘kan,” khtanya.

Dalam perkembangan sama,
Duta EU ke Malaysia, Michalis

Rokas, turut membuat ciapan

perkembangan baharu berhu-
bung pengiktirafan EU ke atas
sijil vaksinasi dan wjian CO-
VID-19 Malaysia.

“Berita baik: EU sudah mene-
rima permintaan Malaysia @offi-
cialmosti untuk mewujudkan ke-
setaraan antara Sijil Covid Di-
gital EU dan MySejahtera Ma-
laysia.

“Ini merancakkan lagi pernia-
gaan dan pelancongan,” ciapnya
menerusi Twitter:

Sementara itu, Menteri Kesi-
hatan, Khairy Jamaluddin, ke-
tika merasmikan majlis Kolabo-
rasi Precision Medicine antara
Prudential Malaysia, AstraZene-
ca dan Pantai Premier Pathology,

cine kepada pesakit kanser, te-

rutama mereka yang tidak ber-.

kemampuan.
Precision Medicine adalah kae-

dah diagnosis dan rawatan pe-
nyakit berdasarkan pemahaman
terhadap biologi termasuk mak-
Iumat ujian asid deoksiribonuk-
leik (DNA).

Menerusi pendekatan menggu-
nakan DNA, ia berupaya meng-
esan sama ada terdapat kecaca-
tan pada tanda genetik yang
umumnya dikenali sebagai kan-
ser sebelum doktor dapat menen-
tukan ujian, membuat diagnosis
dan memberikan rawatan sewa-
jarnya.

Khairy berkata, kerajaan me-
ngakui tidak dapat menye-
diakan akses terbabit kepada se-
mua rakyat kerana ia memba-
bitkan kos dan perbelanjaan
yang tinggi. :

“Tidak mungkin kerajaan da-
pat berikan perkhidmatan iniun-
tuk semua masyarakat. la mem-
babitkan kos yang tinggi. .

“Sebab itu kita memerlukan
kerjasama dan inisiatif swasta
seperti ini untuk memastikan se-
banyak mungkin rakyat negara
ini mendapatkan akses kepada
precision medicine,” katanya.
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HANYA 38% KANAK-KANAK DIVAKSIN SETAKAT INI

Elak bawa anak

kecil masuk b

Bagan Serai

supaya tidak membawa

anak-anak kecil me-
ngunjungi bazar Ramadan
bagi mengelakkan mereka
terdedah kepada jangkitan
Covid-19 walaupun negara
memasuki Fasa Peralihan ke
Endemik.

Timbalan Menteri Kesiha-
tan Datuk Dr Noor Azmi
Ghazali berkata, kawasan
sesak yang sempit dengan
orang ramai merupakan
suasana yang tidak baik ke-
pada kanak-kanak teruta-
manya mereka yang tidak
mempunyai perlindungan
vaksinasi.

“Melihat suasana hari
pertama bazar Ramadan di
Bagan Serai ini, kami dapati
ramai pengunjung memba-
wa anak kecil di tempat yang
penuh sesak.

“Kalau tempat sempit ini
sebaiknya = jangan bawa
anak-anak, kita tidak mahu
menyambut Ramadan da-
lam keadaan sedih dan si-
buk di hospital,” katanya.

Beliau yang juga Ahli Par-
limen Bagan Serai berkata
demikian ketika ditemui
pemberita selepas menge-
darkan kurma di Bazar Ra-
madan Bagan Serai di sini,
semalam.

Ihu bapa dinasihatkan

Dr Noor Azmi berkata, data
terkini menunjukkan vaksi-
nasi kanak-kanak hanya se-
banyak 38 peratus manakala

=

_keputusan memendekkan

tempoh kuarantin dan me-
manggil petugas kesihatan
yang dijangkiti Covid-19 un-

remaja 91.7 peratus dan tuk kembali bekerja
dos penggalak pula bagi mengatasi
67.3 peratus. “ masalah keku-
“Ini menun- rangan kakita-
NV IREVSE Kita tidak mahu ng;xll di hos-
nasi memba- | i dilaku-
bitkan ka- menyamie Ea.n berdasar-
Pt el Romadan dalom  Sraareny
sih  di tahap. W LCEEELERTL A sains dan na-
yang perlahan Dr Noor Azmi sihat pakar.
dan kami berharap Beliau berkata,
ibu bapa mendapat- orang ramai tidak
kan  vaksinasi  untuk perlu bimbang kerana ke-
anak-anak mereka secepat  putusan itu juga adalah syor
mungkin,” katanya. Kumpulan Kerja Teknikal

Dalam  perkembangan
lain, Dr Noor Azmi berkata,

(TWG) yang membuat pe-
nilaian data saintifik dan bu-

dZar

DR Noor Azmi (dua dari kanan) ketika mengedarkan buah kurma di Bazar Ramadan Bajzan Seral.

kannya secara semberono.

“Kuarantin dipendekkan
kerana pekerja Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)
juga terkena jangkitan Co-
vid-19, antaranya menjadi
kontak rapat namun rawa-
tan dan program (tugas) di
hospital agak tergendala se-
kiranya mereka menjalani
kuarantin yang lama.

“Oleh itu, penilaian dibuat
daripada mereka yang su-
dah divaksinasi sepenuhnya
dan menerima dos pengga-
lak serta tiada simptom lagi
selain tiada rekod komorbid
barulah diberi kuarantin
pendek supaya dapat kem-
bali bekerja dan menjalan-
kan tugas,” katanya.

Tiada kluster baru dikesan kelmarin

Kuala Lumpur: Kes harian
Covid-19 menunjukkan
trend penurunan namun
masih kekal lima angka apa-
bila mencatatkan 12,380 kes
dilaporkan setakat kelma-
rin.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah berkata, perkemba-
ngan itu menjadikan jumlah
kumulatif penularan wabak
itu sebanyak 4,246,467 kes
dilaporkan di negara ini.

Beliau berkata, daripada
jumlah itu sebanyak 11,918
kes penularan tempatan

manakala 462 kes import.

“Selain itu, terdapat 253
kes memerlukan rawatan di
unit rawatan rapi (ICU) de-
ngan 122 kes disahkan Co-
vid-19 manakala 131 kes
disyaki, kemungkinan dan
dalam siasatan.

“Kes yang memerlukan
bantuan pernafasan pula se-
banyak 157 kes iaitu 61 kes
disahkan Covid-19 dan 96
kes disyaki, kemungkinan
serta dalam siasatan,” ka-
tanya, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
kebanyakan kes dilaporkan

semalam adalah pesakit ka-
tegori satu iaitu 7,559 kes
manakala 4,736 kes kategori
dua, kategori tiga (32 kes),
kategori empat (20 kes) dan
kategori lima (33 kes).
“Berdasarkan pecahan kes
kategori tiga hingga lima
itu, 24 kes tidak divaksinasi
atau belum lengkap vaksi-
nasi, 33 kes menerima dua
dos vaksin dan 28 kes sudah
menerima dos penggalak.
“Pesakit dalam kategori
berkenaan juga adalah ka-
langan berusia 60 tahun ke
atas membabitkan 57 kes

dan mempunyai komorbid
pula 49 kes,” katanya.
Dalam pada itu,” beliau
berkata, Kementerian Kesi-
hatan Malaysia (KKM) me-
rekodkan 20,635 kes pulih
Covid-19 kelmarin, menja-
dikan jumlah kumulatif kes
pulih  meningkat ~ kepada
4,018,421 kes iaitu 94.6 pe-
{:Etus daripada keseluruhan
'S,

Katanya, tiada kluster ba-
haru dikesan kelmarin,
menjadikan jumlah keselu-
ruhan kluster kekal 6,940
dengan 181 kluster aktif.

30 angka korban
dicatatkan kelmarin

Kuala Lumpur: Seramai
14,949 kanak-kanak beru-
mur antara lima dan 11 ta-
hun sudah lengkap mene-
rima dua dos vaksin Co-
vid-19 menerusi Program
Imunisasi Covid-19 Kebang-
saan Kanak-Kanak (PICKi-
ds) setakat kelmarin, pe-
ningkatan lebih daripada
dua kali ganda dalam tem-
poh 24 jam sahaja.

Sehari sebelumnya, ber-
dasarkan laman web CO-
VIDNOW, hanya 6,129 ka-
nak-kanak daripada kum-
pulan umur yang sama me-
nerima dua dos vaksinasi
Covid-19 sementara secara
keseluruhan setakat ini, se-
jumlah 1,348,693 kanak-ka-
nak sudah.menerima se-
kurang-kurangnya  satu

dos vaksin.

Bagi remaja berusia 12
hingga 17 tahun, sejumlah
2,853,753 individu atau 91.7
peratus sudah lengkap di-
vaksinasi,

Sementara itu, menurut
portal GitHub Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM),
30 kematian akibat Covid-19
direkodkan kelmarin de-
ngan Kedah dan Perak me-
rekodkan kematian terting-
gi, masing-masing tujuh
kes diikuti Kelantan dan Se-
langor, tiga kes. Pahang dan
Pulau Pinang masing-ma-
sing merekodkan dua kes,
sementara Johor, Melaka,
Negeri Sembilan, Sarawak,
Terengganu = dan Kuala
Lumpur  masing-masing
merekodkan satu kes.

KL paling banyak
guna katil IC

Kuala TLumpur: Kuala
Lumpur dan Selangor ma-
sih merekodkan pengguna-
an katil di wad unit rawatan
rapi (ICU) bagi merawat pe-
sakit Covid-19 melebihi 50
peratus.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah  berkata, Kuala
Lampur mencatatkan
penggunaan katil ICU pa-
ling tinggi iaitu 6o peratus.

“Manakala Selangor su-
dah menggunakan 50 pe-
ratus daripada keseluruhan
86 katil ICU yang diperun-
tukkan untuk merawat pe-
sakit Covid-19,” katanya da-
lam kenyataan, semalam.

Bagi katil bukan ICU pula,
katanya, Putrajaya dan Se-
langor merekodkan peng-
gunaan katil melebihi 5o
peratus iaitu masing-ma-
sing 66 peratus dan 55 pe-
ratus.

Bagaimanapun,  beliau
berkata, tiada negeri yang
menunjukkan  peratusan
penggunaan katil di Pusat
Kuarantin dan Rawatan Co-
vid-19 (PKRC) melebihi 50
peratus.,

Selain itu, Dr Noor
Hisham memak-
lumkan,  kadar
penggunaan alat

bantuan pernafasan (ven-
tilator) meningkat kepada
157 pesakit dengan peratu-
san penggunaan alat ban-
tuan itu adalah 18 peratus
daripada keseluruhan ven-
tilator untuk merawat pe-
sakit Covid-19 dan bukan
Covid-19.

Menurutnya, terdapat ju-
ga kes Covid-19 berisiko
tinggi daripada kategori sa-
tu dan dua yang memer-
lukan kemasukan ke PKRC
dan hospital sebagai lang-
kah berjaga-jaga.

Beliau berkata, sebanyak
562 kes Covid-19 dimasuk-
kan ke hospital dengan 220
kes membabitkan kategori
satu dan dua manakala 342
kes lagi kate-
gori tiga
hingga
lima.
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NOOR AZMI (kanan)

sumbangan buah kurma kepada pengunjung yang hadir ke bazar Ramadan

menyampaikan
di Jalan Raja Syed Thauphy, Bagan Seral kelmarin.

Virus Covid-19 mudah tersebar di tempat sesak

Elak anak pergi bazar

Oleh WAT KAMAL ABAS

BAGAN SERAI - Ibu bapa tidak
perlu membawa anak kecil khu-
susnya bayi ke kawasan sesak
seperti bazar Ramadan bagi
mengelakkan dijangkiti virus
Covid-19.

Timbalan Menteri Kesihatan,
Datuk Dr. Noor Azmi Ghazali
berkata, biarpun negara kini me-
masuki peralihan endemik, na-
mun itu tidak bermakna bebas
daripada ancaman bahaya koro-
navirus.

“Melihat suasana hari per-
tama bazar Ramadan di Bagan
Serai, kita dapati ramai pengun-
jung membawa anak-anak ke-
cil mereka ke tempat yang penuh
sesak. .

“Sebaiknya elakkan untuk
membawa anak-anak kecil ini
terutama bayi ke tempat yang se-

sak sebegini,” ujarnya.

Beliau berkata demikian se-
lepas menyampaikan sumba-
ngan buah kurma pada pengun-
jung di Bazar Ramadan Jalan Raja
Syed Thauphy di sini kelmarin.

Menurutnya, kanak-kanak
yang masih kecil seperti bayi
mudah terdedah kepada bahaya
jangkitan Covid-19.

“Sebenarnya ini bukan masa
yang sesuai untuk membawa
mereka ke tempat begini kerana
ada kanak-kanak yang belum di-

" vaksinasi merupakan golongan

berisiko,” katanya.

Kata Noor Azmi, data terkini
menunjukkan vaksinasi mem-
babitkan kanak-kanak hanya 38
peratus, manakala remaja 91.7
peratus dan dos penggalak 67.3
peratus.

“Ini jelas menunjukkan vaksi-
nasi membabitkan kanak-kanak

masih pada tahap yang perlahan.

“Kita berharap ibu bapa su-
paya mengambil vaksinasi un-
tuk anak-anak mereka secepat
mungkin,” katanya.

Sementara  itu, tinjauan
Kosmo! di beberapa lokasi bazar
Ramadan mendapati, ramai ibu
bapa membawa anak-anak kecil
dalam keadaan bersesak terma-
suk bayi di dalam kereta sorong.

DiBazar Ramadan Desa Aman,
Ipoh, keadaan pengunjung yang
bersesak tidak dihiraukan oleh
ibu bapa yang membawa anak
kecil bersama untuk membeli
juadah,

Keadaan sama juga berlaku
di Bazar Ramadan Stadium Ipoh
apabila orang ramai teruja mem-
beli juadah sambil memimpin
tangan anak-anak kecil walaupun
diketahui golongan tersebut mu-
dah terdedah kepada jangkitan.
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Sijil vaksinasi MySejahtera
diiktiraf Kesatuan Eropah

PETALING JAYA - Kesatuan
Eropah (EU) menerima sijil vak-
sinasi Covid-19 Malaysia atau
MySejahtera yang setara dengan
Sijil Digital Covid-19 EU berkuat
kuasa semalam.

Menurut satu laporan, Pre-
siden Suruhanjaya  Eropah,
Ursula von der Leyen berkata,
EU telah menerima sijil vaksin
Malaysia yang setara dengan Sijil
Digital Covid-19 EU.

“Sijil vaksinasi dan ujian Co-
vid-19 yang dikeluarkan oleh Ma-

laysia (MySejahtera) mengikut -

‘Sistem Pengurusan Vaksin' hen-
daklah, bagi tujuan memudah-
kan hak pergerakan bebas dalam
EU, dianggap setara dengan yang
dikeluarkan mengikut Peraturan
(EU) 2021/953.

“Malaysia akan dihubungkan
dengan rangka kerja amanah Sijil
Covid Digital EU yang ditubuh-

kan oleh Peraturan (EU) 2021/953.

“Keputusan ini akan mula
berkuat kuasa pada hari ia diter-
bitkan dalam Jurnal Rasmi Kesa-
tuan Eropah,” katanya semalam.

Malaysia baru-baru ini menda-
patkan penjelasan daripada EU
berhubung laporan mengatakan
dua rakyat Malaysia diusir dari
Jerman kerana negara anggota
EU itu tidak mengiktiraf vaksin
Sinovac.

Permudahkan akses rawatan untuk pesakit kanser — KKM

PETALING JAYA - Kementerian
Kesihatan (KKM) menyeru lebih
banyak syarikat gergasi di negara
ini mengambil inisiatif bagi mem-
bantu mengembangkan kajian
perubatan serta rawatan khu-
susnya penyakit kanser.
Menterinya, Khairy Jamalud-
din Abu Bakar berkata, pene-
raju industri perubatan perlu
mengambil  langkah  untuk

mengoptimumkan penggunaan
teknologi dan peralatan agar
kesihatan masyarakat setempat
sentiasa terjaga.

“Pengawalan penyakit kanser
di negara ini memerlukan res-
pons segera dan semua pihak
bertanggungjawab perlu me-
mainkan peranan bagi mengu-
rangkan masalah ini.

“Ini kerana, masalah penyakit

kanser yang semakin tinggi boleh
diselesaikan melalui pengesanan
awal, penjagaan untuk mencegah
serta rawatan yang betul,” kata-
nya ketika Majlis Kolaborasi Pre-
cision Medicine di New Hotel, di
sini semalam,

Turut hadir, Ketua Pegawai

-Eksekutif Prudential Assurance

Malaysia Berhad, Lim Eng Seong;
Presiden Astrazeneca Sdn. Bhd.,

Dr. Sanjeev Panchal dan Ketua
Pegawai Eksekutif Pantai Premier
Pathology, Hareef Muhammed.
Dalam pada itu, Khairy Ja-
maluddin menyambut  baik
kolaborasi tiga penjuru antara
Prudential Assurance Malaysia
Berhad, Astrazeneca Sdn. Bhd.
serta Pantai Premier Pathology
bagi meluaskan akses saringan
genetik (genomic testing) untuk

pesakit kanser.

Mengulas lanjut, Khairy Ja-
maluddin berkata, ‘precision
medicine’ adalah rawatan kans-
er yang menggunakan ubatan
khas untuk seseorang individu
dengan mengambil kira sejarah
genetik, persekitaran dan gaya

- hidup bagi merancang rawatan

serta pencegahan penyakit ter-
babit.

5 APRIL 2022
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864,450 warga emas
belum dapat booster
0 hm" R ; ; Lo

Kadar kematian
golongan itu
menunjukkan
peratusan peningkatan
paling tinggi berbanding

kumpulan usia lain

Oleh MUHAMMAD YUSAINY
MOHAMAD YUNUS

SHAHALAM

eramai 864,450 warga
emas yang berusia 60
tahun ke atas masih
belum menerima dos
penggalak vaksin Covid-19.
Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy
Jamaluddin Abu Bakar berkata,
kes kematian akibat Covid-19
kini banyak tertumpu kepada
golongan tersebut.
Tambahnya, data yang di-
kongsikan oleh belian me-
nunjukkan kadar kematian

warga emas menunjukkan pe-

ratusan peningkatan paling ter-
tinggi berbanding kumpulan
usia lain.

“Kes kematian sekarang
banyak tertumpu kepada
golongan tersebut terutama
yang belum ambil dos peng-

ak.

“Dalam fasa peralihan ini,

kita harus melindungi golong-
an yang berisiko tinggi seperti

Khalry
pada Isnin.

orang tua kita. Get them boo-
sted,” katanya menerusi ciapan
di Twitter pada Isnin.

Tambah Khairy Jamaluddin,
semua rakyat Malaysia perlu
kekal berwaspada dalam fasa
peralihan ke endemik itu.

“Alhamdulillah masjid mula
penuh untuk solat berjemaah.
Terus pakai pelitup muka de-
ngan cara yang betul,” ujarnya.

IEi@& =0
Malaysia diperakui
di Eropah_

. SHAH ALAM - Kesatuan
Eropah (EUymenerima dan
memperakui sijil vaksinast

digital MyScjabters.
“Berita baik itu dikongsi-
kan oleh :Duta Besar
¢ Kesatuan. Eropah . ke
. Malaysia, Michalis Rokas.

.~ dalam ciapannya di Twitter,
pada Isnin;. ey

““EU telah menerima
* permintaan Malaysia untuk -~
. .mewujudkan kesetaraan
antara Sijil Covid Digital

i BU' :ddan“MySejahtera
Malaysia. (Ia menjadi fak-

i+ tor) penggalak untuk per-

+ ‘niagaan dan pelancongan,” -
menurut beliau menerusi

i ciapan itu. i
' -Katanya, Malaysia boleh

. dihubungkan) terus dengan

. rangka kerja keyakinan Sijil

Covid Digital EU, di bawah

+ Peraturan’ (EU) 2021/953

«dan keputusan itu akan ber-
kuat kuasa mulai 4 April,

BAGAN SERALI - Ibu bapa
dinasihatkan supaya tidak
'membawa anak-anak kecil me-
ngunjungi bazar Ramadan bagi
mengelakkan mereka terdedah
kepada jangkitan Covid-19
walaupun negara telah me-

masuki fasa peralihan ke ende-
mik.
Timbalan Menteri

Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor
Azmi Ghazali berkata, kawa-
san sesak dengan orang ramai
merupakan suasana tidak baik
kepada kanak-kanak terutama-
mya mereka yang tidak mem-
punyai perlindungan vaksinasi.

“Melihat suasana hari per-
tama bazar Ramadan di Bagan
Serai ini, kami dapati ramai
pengunjung membawa anak
kecil di tempat yang penuh se-
sak. :

- Jangan bawa anak kecil ke b= 75,
elak jangkitan Covid-19

“Kalau tempat Se—~- e
sebaiknya jangan ba_wl?%il

anak, kita tidak nove———p g,
nyambut Ramadan < ey . kg:

adaan sedih dan
hospital,” katanya.
Dalam perkembas——g, e
Dr Noor Kezml be; %ﬂn [?:n’
putusan memendekken t[: : 61;
kuarantin dan me : gglnl]%%
tugas kesihatan yang «—=gr 3 = 1
Covid-19 untuk kﬁrr;gb‘;ajiagfg
jabagi mengatasi Mae————a lh ke "
kurangan kakitangary T |, 5
tal dilakukan berci.asaoﬁpl_
fakta sains dan nasihie——m g rk;n
Beliau berkata, o i
tidak perlu bimbang kﬁt—.g[ﬁ[::gl
putusan itu juga ad=m. 3 .
Kumpulan Kerja réiiﬁo;
(TWG) yang membuiza s }_Ixﬂil-';
an data saintifik dan o By, -
secara semberono. - — ma':lr);z

e
dina-ﬁatam"
SUParyse—— ®idak
mermy

ANk ——arwa kecil

" 12,380 kes baharu direkodkan pada AF— o

pesakit Covid-19 kategori satu,
sementara 4,736 kes atau 38.26
peratus adalah pesakit kategori
dua, -

“Bagi kategori tiga, terdapat 32
kes (0.26 peratus), kategori empat
dengan 20 kes (0.16 peratus) dan
bagi kategori lima adalah sebanyak
33 kes (0.27peratus),” katanya da-
lam satu kenyataan pada Isnin.

Mengulas lanjut, Dr Noor
Hisham berkata, berdasarkan jum-
lah keseluruhan 85 kes bagi pesakit
kategori tiga hingga lima, sebanyak

SHAH ALAM - 24 kes dilapork ==agq
Ié;s:l'r:a enterian divaksinasipatam bg]?]?]l:
ihatan Malaysia Ien, mendap s i
) (I;KM) merekodkan la!igxliﬂlfcﬂcenaag_ pe-
- 12,380 kes baharu “Sejumlah 33 W
Covid-19 pada Ahad sudah Menerima e tg g p
menjadikan jumlah vaksin Covid-19 =g b‘;s
Jumulatif kes adalah lum menerima de—ws 3 De:
sebanyak 4,246 467. galak. Sebanyale > 1o,
Ketua Pengarah  pg noor HisHAM pulasudah “'lfint‘:lg_i_rr;.adob
_ Kesihatan, Tan Sri penggalak. 8
D Noor. Hisham “Selainity, 577 ey
Abdullah berkata, jumlahberkena-  libatkan mereka yang ben_—xmmm&}
* anmelibatkan 11,918 kes tempat-  tahun ke atas. 49 kes lagee3 3,
an dan 462 kes import. punyai komorbid,” ujarn e
““Bagi pecahan daripada jum- Sementara itu, belian ey
lah tersebut, sebanyak 7,559 kes  tiada kluster baharu dire— ;{deﬂ?
atau 61.05 perats adalahdaripada  pada Ahad menjadikan JjuE=mlahe.

seluruhan kluster aktif gee—71,,
181, =k

“Sebanyak 253 kes rymeee—
kan rawatan di unit mwa_tar::e]:uf
(ICU) dengan 122 darj danp‘
disahkan Covid-19 manaBenym 1o

disyaki, kemungkinandarme 2 E:S
lam siasatan pula adalah see—T o .-
131,” katanya. fak

Dr Noor Hisham tum—a;¢ iy
‘maklumkan negara mepe= kodk;:;
sebanyak 20,635 kes sembew-ah e
jadikan jumlah kumulaif e
4,018,421 kes setakat inj D
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‘dlcmeﬁmsu'snyake *Qa oS

kanser kerana kosnya

; lalu tinggi. : :
Menterinya, Khan’y
_;J amﬁuddm berkata, plhak swas

) rzkan perkhldmatan inko

untuk semua rakyat. o

- “Ja melibatkan kos yang
’t1ngg1 dan itu sebab kita me-
“merlukan ker]asama dan inisiatif
- swasta seperti ini untuk memasti-
kazg sebanyak mungkm rakyat-

sefahaman (MoU) -antara

Kementenan Kesihatan (KKM) 2 S
'mcngakm tldak dapat meng- P

: Jusl;eru behau berharap leblh

mi banyak syarikat insurans dapat

melaksanakan kolaborasi seperti

itu ini dan memastikan pesakit kan-

..mﬁndapaﬂcan rawatan yang
Iebrh baik.
 “Tni juga pentmg selaras de-

N""'ngan Kertas Putih Kesihatan

i yang akan kerajaan bentangkan

 Panchal ‘dan Ketu Pegawm
- Eksekutif Pantai - Premier

Pathology, Hareef Muhammed, -

Khairy berkata, buat masa
i kerajaan menguruskan pe-
_ sakit Kanser yang tidak mem-*
_ punyai insurans kesihatan.

- “Tak semua orang mampu

seg g |
i adi 1m51at1f ini membolah—

mudah kepada precision me-

dicine,” katanya.

t ._rcakap mcngenal 4

an golongan yang ada pelan
- insurans mendapatkan akses
ni_perjanjian per-

_ bagaimana untuk memantapkan

perklndmatan kesmaxan negara,
katanya e
Jelasnya Iagl, Ke'rtas Putih

Kesihatan adalah penting kerana
kesihatan perlu dilihat sebagai

_ pelaburan dan bukan ‘hanya se-

; bagm perbelanjaan. -~ "

- “Kitamahu syarikat i msuransk:
fannascui]kal menunjukkan pe-
ranan mereka dalam menyedia-

~ kan perkhidmatan yang terbaik
'kcpada masyarakat,” katanya.

TaH;M hnya, inisiatif ini me-
nyokqng visi kerajaan untuk men-

. Jadikan penjagaan kesihatan lebih
inklusif dan mudah diakses.
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Kesatuan
repah
akhimya ..
iktiraf 511' -
_ MySe] ahtera

Oleh Aﬁﬁza AHMAD

“danOMAR ZIN
utusannavvs@medlamuha com.my "

PUTRAJAYA Jutaan penenma

dos Sinovac di negara ini lega

apabila vaksin itu diperakui Ke-
“satuan Eropah (EU) berkuat kua-

sa serta-merta. - '
~ Berita gembira itu dimaklum-

" kan oleh blok berkenaan me-
nerusi kenyataan rasmi dalam
laman sesawangnya hari ini sete-
lah keputusan berkenaan dﬂu-
luskan Jumaat lalu. = -

“Suruhanjaya Eropah (EC) se-

~dia memudah cara pergerakan
pemegang sijil vaksinasi dari Ma-
laysia dalam kawasan EU selaras
Peraturan  2021/953 Parlimen

. Eropah;” ]elas kenyataan itu.

Kenyataan rasmi berkenaan

 juga diperakui sendiri oleh Pres-
1déi1 EC, Ursula von der Leyen
di ibu pejabat badan tersebut di

* Briissels, Belgmm bertankh 1

. April lalu. : '

Hinie dikongsikan Menten Kesi-
hatan, Khalry Jamaluddin mela-
lui ciapan akaun Twitter dengan

‘ayat ringkas: “Malaysia dan EU
- dihubungkan semula”

Utusan Malaysia pada 23 Mac
lalu mendedahkan secara ek-
sklus:f mengenai nasib Tebih 10
juta penerima vaksin keluaran.
Sinovac di ‘Malaysia yang"ber-

-isiko dlsekat mrtuk memasukl
‘EU.
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Malaysia’s digital
vaccination
certificate issued
via the
MySejahtera app
has been
recognised by the
European Union.
(Inset) European
Commission
president Ursula
von der Leyen.

FREE MOVEMENT

EU RECOGNISES VAX
CERT ON MYSEJAHTERA

Inoculation, testing info will facilitate travel
in Europe, says von der Leyen

TEH ATHIRA YUSOF
KUALA LUMPUR
News@nst.com.my

right of free movement within
the Union, be considered as
equivalent to those issued in ac-

7 ALAYSIA'S digital
° vaccination certifi-

cordance with Regulation (EU)
2021/953.
“Malaysia shall be connected to

cate in the MySe- the EU Digital Covid Certificate
jahtera app is now trust framework established by
recognised in the European Regulation (EU) 2021/953.

» Union (EU) via its Digital Covid
Certificate trust framework,
European Commission presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen said
the EU has accepted Malaysia’s
Covid-19 vaccine certificate ef-
fective yesterday.
“Covid-19 vaccination and test

“This decision shall enter into
force on the day of its publication
in the Official Journal of the Eu-

ropean Union,” she said in a-

statement yesterday..

Regulation (EU) 2021/953 lays
down the issuance, verification
and acceptance of interoperable

certificates issued by Malaysiain  Covid-19 vaccination, test and re-

accordance with the “Vaccine

covery certificates to facilitate

Management System’ shall, for the holders right to free move-

the purpose of facilitating the

Khairy: 864,000

J KUALA LUMPUR: More than
864,000 senior citizens aged 60
and above nationwide have yetto

receive their Covid-19 vaccine

boester shot.

Health Minister Khairy Ja-
maluddin said most recent
Covid-19 deaths involved the el-
derly, especially those who had
yet toreceive the booster dose.

“A total of 864,450 elderly folk
aged 60 and above have yet to
receive their booster dese,

ment during the pandemic.

Malaysia, in its report to the EU,
had stated that its MySejahtera
application issued Covid-19 vac-
cination certificates for shots by
Pfizer-BioNTech, As-
traZeneca-Oxford, Sinovac,
CanSino and Sinopharm,

It said the MySejahtera appli-
cation also contained certificates
for Covid-19 nucleic acid ampli-
fication tests, such as reverse
transcription-polymerase chain
reaction but not rapid antigen
tests. The report also said
Malaysia did not issue certifi-
cates of recovery from Covid-19,

EU ambassador to Malaysia
Michalis Rokas also shared the
news on Twitter, '

“Some great news: The EU has
accepted Malaysia’s request for
establishing the equivalence be-
tween EU’s Digital Covid Certifi-
cate and Malaysia's MySejahtera.

“A booster for business and
tourism,” he said.

seniors yet to get booster shot

“Currently, the fatalities are fo-
cused on the group, especially
those who have yet to be boosted.
In this phase of transition to the
endemic stage, we must protect
high-risk groups such as our par-
ents. Get them boosted,” he said
on Twitter yesterday.

In another tweet, Khairy re-
minded the public to continue to
stay safe and vigilant during the
transition to endemicity.

“Alhamdulillah, mosques are

beginning to be full again for con-
gregational prayers. Continue
wearing your masks properly.

“Masking properly, especially
indoors, with good ventilation is
crucial in managing Covid-19,” he
said.

Malaysia registered 12,380
Covid-19 infeétions on Sunday.

The Health Ministry also re-
ported 30 fatalities, including 11
brought in dead. The death toll is
now 35,099,
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KEEPING INFECTIONS DOWN

'DON'T BRING KIDS TO

Protect children as
vaccination rate is
still low among
them, says deputy
health minister

BAGAMN SERAI

ARENTS are advised not

to bring children to Ra-

madan bazaars to protect

them from being exposed
to Covid-19 infection.

Deputy Health Minister Datuk
Dr Noor Azmi Ghazali said al-
though the country was transi-
tioning to endemicity, it was not
advisable for children, especially
those who were unvaccinated, to
go to crowded places.

“On the first day of Ramadan,

we can see that many people
bringing along their children, es-
pecially the young ones, to Ra-
madan bazaars in Bagan Serai.

“It is not advisable to bring chil-
dren to such places as we do not
want to observe Ramadan in a
sombre mood or at hospitals,” he
said after distributing dates at the
Ramadan bazaar here on Sunday.

He said the latest data showed
only 38 per cent of children in the
country had been vaccinated and
91.7 per cent of adolescents had
been completely vaccinated.

“The vaccination rate among
children is still low and we hope
parents will get their childre vac-
cinated as soon as possible.”

: NEW STRAITS TIMES

: NEWS/NATION

8

Deputy Health Minister Datuk Dr Noor Azmi Ghazali gim‘buti dates at the Ramadan bazaar in Bn Serai on Sunay. BERNAMA PIC

Dr Noor Azmi said the decision
to shorten the quarantine period
for healthcare workers infected
by Covid-19 was based on scien-
tific advice to overcome the man-

Too few vaxxed seniors and kids,
says Labuan health director

LABUAN: The number of children
aged 5to 11, as well as the elderly,
who have received or completed
the Covid-19 vaccination in
Labuan, is far below expecta-
tions, said Labuan Health direc-
tor Dr Ismuni Bohari.

“We have done extensive cam-
paigns to get people, especially
children and the elderly, to get
the shots, but it seemingly fell on
deaf ears,” he said yesterday.

Dr Ismuni said surveys done on
the island between Feb 23 and
March 29 found that 73 per cent
of 926 children aged 5 to 11 had
not received the vaccine.

The remaining 254 had only re-
ceived the first dose.

“The immunisation rate among
adolescents (aged 12-17) has im-

proved steadily, with 80 per cent
of the 699 having completed the
vaccination and seven per cent
receiving the first dose. But the
remaining 13 per cent have not
received a single shot,” he said.
Dr Ismuni said nine per cent of
468 senior citizens aged above 60
had not received the vaccine, four
per cent had received only one
dose, 30 per cent had completed
the second dose and 57 per cent
had received the booster shots.
“For adults (aged 18-59), of the
3,534 surveyed, 52 per cent have
received the booster shots, 43 per
cent have completed the second
dose, three per cent have re-
ceived the first dose, and the re-
maining two per cent were un-
vaccinated,” he said.

UNIT KOMUNIKAS] KORPORAT

power shortage at hospitals.

“The quarantine period has
been shortened to prevent dis-
ruption of hospital operations.

“Those (healthcare workers)

y

Dr Ismuni Bohari

DrIsmuni said among the rea- :

sons for people not taking the

vaccine were the influence of |

family members and peers, dis-

belief in vaccine, confidence in .

self-immunity and that two doses
of vaccine were sufficient.

“Some of them had also stated
unpreparedness for the vaccina-

pulsory, fear of side effects and
health reasons, * he said. Berna-
ma

’

who have been fully vaccinated
and who received a booster dose
and are asymptomatic will un-
dergo assessment to ensure that
they are safe to return to work.”

Programme for Children (PICK-
ids). Data on COVIDNOW showed
that 1,348,693 children had re-
ceived at least one dose of the
vaccine.

A total of 2,853,753 adolescents

: aged 12 to 17, or 91.7 per cent, had
| received two doses of the vaccine,
. and' 2,949,653, or 94.8 per cent,
: had received at least one dose.

tion, vaccination not being com- |

A total of 15,850,917 adults, or

i 674 per cent, received a Covid-19
¢ vaccine booster dose, 22,954,771,
i or 97.6 per cent, have been fully

5 APRIL 2022

BAZMRS

Recently, the Malaysian Health
Coalition had urged the Health
Ministry to review its decision to
shorten the quarantine period for
health workers. Bernama

14,949 fully vaccinated
under PICKids programme

: KUALA LUMPUR: Up to Sunday,
: 14,949 children aged 5 to 11 have
: received two doses of the
i Covid-19 vaccine under the Na-
: tional Covid-19 Immunisation

vaccinated and 23,230,565, or
98.8 per cent, received at least
one dose. Yesterday, 15,708 doses
of vaccine were dispensed, in-
volving 2,178 for first dose, 9,277
for second dose and 4,253 booster
doses.

Health Ministry data on Github
showed that 30 Covid deaths
were recorded on Sunday. Kedah
and Perak had the most deaths
with seven cases each, followed
by Kelantan and Selangor with
three cases each. Pahang and
Penang recorded two cases each;
and Johor, Melaka, Negri Sem-
bilan, Sarawak, Terengganu and
Kuala Lumpur recorded one case
each. Bernama
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‘Cancer cases to rise by 2030’

KJ: 66, 000 newly dlagnosed per year raises concerns

By IYLIA MARSYA ISKANDAR
and CHAN MAY THENG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The number of
people in Malaysia newly diagnosed
with cancer is expected to rise to

over 66,000 annually by 2030, says

Health Minister Khairy Jamaluddin.

“This is an increase from the
49,000 people estimated to be newly
dlagnosed with cancer in 2020,” he
Sﬂ.l

The ministry, he said, recognised
cancer-as an important health con-
cern among Malaysians and was
committed to reducing the incidence.
of cases while improving treatrent

-and prevention strategies.

“Since there are more than 200
types of cancer, each warrants more
research to find a cure, to ensure
each patient can benefit tremen-
dously from personalised and practi-
cal health solutions,” he said.

Khairy said this in his speech at
the Precision Medicine Collaboration
launch and - signing ceremony
between AstraZeneca, Prudential
Malaysia and Pantai .Premier
Pathology here yesterday.

Also present was British High
Commissioner to Malaysia Charles
Hay.

Precision medicine is a medical
model that encourages the use of
medicine according to a particular

THETWEEN
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Targeted efforts: Khairy (centre) with Hay (second from left) and National Cancer Society Malaysia
managing director Dr M. Murallitharan (second from right) witnessing the precision medicine collaboration
signing ceremony. — IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

individual, taking into account indi-
vidual variability in genes, environ-
ment and lifestyle

Cancer control in Malaysia, said
Khairy, required urgent response
and all parties involved needed to
play their part in reducing the sever-
ity of this problem.

“This can be enhanced with early
detection, preventive care, and most
importantly, proper care and treat-
ment,” he said.

Findings from the National Cancer
Registry Report 20122016 showed

that people with lung and liver can-
cers had a five-year relative survival
rate of only 11% and 12.8%, with
most only diagnosed in Stages Three
and Four, said Khairy.

“The percentages of cases detect-
ed in.Stages Three and Four rose
from 58.7% to 63.7% between 2012
and 2016,

“Late diagnosis results in the dis-
ease becoming more advanced and
less treatable under the available
treatment optionis. This means fewer
people will survive cancer;” he said.

On the collaboration, Khairy said
the initiative supported the govern-
ment’s vision of making healthcare
more inclusive and accessible to all.

“The Health White Paper we are
curating is important because we
need to start looking at health as an
investment, and not just as an
expenditure,” he said.

[5] #alE

Watch the video .
TheStarTV.com E YA

Don't bring your kids to Ramadan bazaars, parents told

BAGAN SERALI: Parents are advised
not to take their children to Ramadan
bazaars to protect them from expo-
sure to Covid-19.

Although the country has entered
the transition to endemic phase, it
was not advisable for children -
especially those unvaccinated — to go
to crowded places, said Deputy
Health Minister Datuk Dr Noor Azmi
Ghazali.

“On the first day of Ramadan, we’

saw many people visiting Ramadan
bazaars in Bagan Serai along with
their children.

© “It is advisable not to bring chil-
dren to such places as we do not
‘want to observe Ramadan in a som-

bre mood or at hospitals” he said

after dlsm.hun.t\g dates here.

Citing the latest data, he said only
38% of the child population in the
country has been vaccinated while
for adolescents, 91.7% of the group
have completed their vaccination.

“This shows that the vaccination
rate among children is still low and
we hope parents will get their chil-
dren vaccinated as soon as possible,”
he said.

In another development, Dr Noor
Azmi said the decision to shorten the
quarantine period for healthcare
workers .infected by Covid-19 was
made based on scientific reasons as
well as advice by experts on tackling
the manpower shortage at hospitals.

“The quarantine period is short-
ened to prevent disruption of hospi-
tal operations,” he added.

These healthcare workers, who
have been fully vaccinated .and
received their -booster jobs, will
undergo assessment to ensure it is
safe for them to return to work, he
also said.

The Malaysian Health Coalition
urged the ministry to review its deci-
sion to shorten the quarantine peri-
od for health workers.

Meanwhile, the number of new
Covid-19 cases remained below the
15,000 mark for two days in a row
with 12,380 cases reported on
Sunday, bringing the case tally in the
country to 4,246,467,

On Saturday, 14,692 cases were
reported.

Health djrecmr -general Tan Sri Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said of the
new cases recorded on Sunday, 7,559
were in Category 1, 4,736 in Category
2,32 in Category 3, 20 in Category 4,
and 33 in Category 5.

“Of the 85 cases that comprised
Categories 3 to 5, 24 were not vacci-
nated or not fully vaccinated, 33 had
received two doses of vaccine but
not the booster dose, while 28 had
received booster shots,” he said in a
statement.

- He .said 20,635 recoveries were
reported on Sunday, bringing the
cumulative recoveries in the coun-
try to 4,018,421 cases.

Dr Noor Hisham also said that out -

of the number of new cases on
Sunday, 253 required treatment in
the intensive care unit (ICU), while
157 required respiratory support.

He said Kuala Lumpur and
Selangor recorded ICU bed occupan-
cy of 50% or more as at Sunday, at
60% and 50%, respectively.

As for bed occupancy at Covid-19
Low-Risk Quarantine and Treatment
Centres, he said no state recorded
usage exx:eeding 50%, while patients
needing respirators increased. to
157, bringing respirator usage at the
facilities to 18%.

According to Dr Noor Hisham, 562
cases were admitted to hospitals on
Sunday with 220 being in Categories
3tos5.

The national infectivity rate or Rt
value stood at 0.85 on Sunday with
Selangor still recording the highest
rate of 1.05 and Kelantan the lowest
at 0.69. — Bernama

EU accepts
Malaysia’s
Covid-19
vaccination
and test
certificates

KUALA LUMPUR: The Covid-19
vaccination and test certificates
issued by the Maldysian govern-
ment are now recognised by the
European Union (EU).

This allows the free movement of

Malaysian travellers within the EU.
" The decision of the European
Commission on the recognition
comes into force effective yesterday.

In a statement made available on
the EUs website, European
Commission president Ursula von
der Leyen had noted that in order
for the recognition to be eperation-
al, Malaysia shall be connected to
the EU Digital Covid Certificate
trust framework" established by
Regulation (EU) 2021/953.

“The Covid-19 vaccination and
test certificates issued by Malaysia
are in accordance with the Union's
‘Vaccine Management System’ and
are considered as equivalent to
those issued in accordance with
Regulation (EU) 2021/953,” the state-
ment read.

However, the -statement added
that in order to protect the union’s
interests, particularly in the area of
public health, the commission may
use its powers to suspend applica-
tion of this decision or repeal it, if
the conditions of Article 8(2) of
Regulation (EU) 2021/953 are no
longer met. 3

Malaysia had on Nov 18, 2021
provided the commission with
detailed information on the issu-
ance of interoperable Covid-19 vac-
cination and test certificates under -
the Vaccine Management System.

““Malaysia informed the commis-
sion it considered the Covid-19
certificates it issues are in accord-
ance with a standard and a techno- .
logical system that are interopera-

. ble with the trust framewark estab-

lished by Regulation (EU) 2021/953
that allows for the verification of
the authenticity, validity and integ-
rity of the certificates,” the state-
ment read.

On March 10 this year; following
a request by Malaysia, the commis-
sion carried out technical tests that
demonstrated that the Covid-19 vac-
cination and test certificates issued
by Malaysia are in accordance with
the Vaccine Management Systern,
that is interoperable with the trust
framework  established by
Regulation (EU) 2021/953, and
allows for the verification of the
authenticity, validity and integrity
of the certificates.

Meanwhile, Ambassador of the
EU to Malaysia, Michalis Rokas,
tweeted on the latest development
relating to the recognition of
Malaysian vaccination and test cer-
tificates.

“Some great news: The EU has
accepted Malaysia @officialmosti
request for establishing the equiva-
lence between EU’s Digital Covid
Certificate and  Malaysia’s
MySejahtera.

“A booster for business and tour-
ism!” he said. — Bernama
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‘Do not bring children
to Ramadan bazaars”™

BAGAN SERAI: Parents are advised not to bring
their children to Ramadan bazaars to protect them
from being exposed to, Covid-19 infection.

Deputy Health Minister Datuk Dr Noor Azmi
Ghazali said although the country has entered the.
transition to endemic phase, it was not advisable
for children, especially those who have not been
vaccinated, to go to crowded places.

“On the first day of Ramadan, many people who
visited Ramadan bazaars in Bagai Serai brought
along their children, especially the young ones.

" “Itis not advisable to bring them to such places.
We do not want to observe Ramadan in a sombre
mood or at hospitals,” he told Bernama after
distributing packets of dates at the Bagan Serai
Ramadan bazaar on Sunday.

According to the latest data, only 38% of the
child population have been vaccinated against
Covid-19 while 91.7% of the adolescent group have
completed their vaccination, he said.

“This shows that the vaccination rate among
children is still low.”

On another development, Noor Azmi said the
decision to shorten the quarantine period for
healthcare workers infected by Covid-19 was based
on scientific findings as well as advice from experts.

“The quarantine period is shortened to
overcome the manpower shortage and prevent
disruption of hospital operations.

“Healthcare workers, who are fully vaccinated
and had received the booster dose, -and are
asymptomatic, will undergo assessment to ensure
they are safe to return to work,” he said.

The Malaysian Health Coalition has urged the
Health Minisiry to review its decision to shorten
the quarantine period for health workers.

Increase in number of
fully-inoculated kids

. KUALA LUMPUR: A total of 14,949 children aged
between five and 11 have completed two doses of
the Covid-19 vaccination under the National
Covid-19 Immunisation Programme for Children
as of Sunday, more than doubled from 6,129
children recorded the day before.

Based on the CovidNOW website, a total of
1,348,693 children have received at least one dose
of the vaccine.

For adolescents aged 12 to 17, 2,853,753 or
91.7% have received two doses of the vaccine,
while 2,949,653 or 94.8% received the first dose.

A total of 15,850,917 or 67.4% of the adult
population have received ‘the booster dose,
22,954,771 or 97.6% have been fully vaccinated and
23,230,565 or 98.8% received at least one dose of
the vaccine.

On Sunday, a total of 15,708 doses of the vaccine
were dispensed, involving 2,178 first doses, 9,277
second doses and 4,253 booster doses, bringing the
cumulative number of doses administered under
the immunisation pro e to 68,991,116.

According to the Health Ministry’s GitHub
portal, 30 deaths due to Covid-19 were recorded on
Sunday with Kedah and Perak having seven cases

. each, Kelantan and Selangor three each, Pahang
and Penang two cases each, while Johor, Malacca,
Negri Sembilan, Sarawak, Terengganu and Kuala
Lumpur recorded one each. - Bernama -
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Number of vaccinated children, elderly still low

LABUAN: The number of children aged
between five and 11, as well as the elderly,
who have received or completed their
Covid-19 vaccination here is still far below
expectation, said Labuan Health director
Dr Ismuni Bohari.

He said this was revealed follawing a
scouting exercise by healthcare personnel
throughout the island from Feb 23 to March
29,

“We have campaigned extensively to get
people, especially children and the elderly to
get vaccinated, but our calls seem to fall on
deaf ears,” he told Bernama yesterday.

Ismuni said the healthcare personnel
found that 73% of 926 children (aged 5-11)
have not received the vaccine, while the
remaining 254 only received the first dose
since the National Covid-19 Immunisation
Programme for Kids was launched on Feb 7.

“The immunisation rate in adolescents
(aged 12-17) improved steadily with 80% of
699 individuals have completed their vaccine
and 7% received the first dose. However, the
remaining 13% have not been vaccinated,
he said.

Ismuni said of the 468 individuals aged
above 60, 9% have not received the

New Covid cases remain below 15,000

KUALA LUMPUR: The number of new
Covid-19 cases remained below the 15,000
mark for two days in a row with 12,380 cases
reported on Sunday, bringing the tally to
4,246,467, said Health Director-General Tan
Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah.

On Saturday, 14,692 cases were reported.

Noor Hisham said of the new cases
recorded on Sunday, 7,559 were in category
one, 4,736 in category two, 32 in category
three, 20 in category four and 33 in category
five. -

“Of the 85 cases that comprised categories
three to five, 24 were not vaccinated or not

fully vaccinated, 33 had received two doses of
wvaccine but not the booster dose, while 28 had
received booster shots,” he said in a statement
yesterday.

He added that 20,635 recoveries were
reported, bring the cumulative recovery cases
10 4,018,421.

Noor Hisham said out of the number of
new cases, 253 required treatment in the
intensive care units (ICU), while 157 required
respiratory support.

On utilisation of specialised health
facilities for Covid-19 cases, he said Kuala
Lumpur and Selangor recorded ICU bed

vaccination, 30% completed the second dose,
and 57% have received the booster shots.

“Of the 3,534 adults aged 18 to 59, 52%
have received their booster shots, 43% have
completed the second dose, 3% received the
first dose, and the remaining 2% were
unvaccinated,” he said.

Ismuni said among the reasons that
contributed to the low number of recipients
were discouragement from family and friends
and the belief that two doses were sufficient.

“Some of them also said they were
unprepared to be vaccinated and that they
feared the side-effects””

accupancy at 60% and 50% respectively as of
Sunday, Bernama reported.

He added that no state recorded bed usage
exceeding 50% at Covid-19 low-risk
quarantine and treatment centres, while
patients needing respirators increased to 157,
bringing respirator usage at the facilities to
18%.

Noor Hisham said 562 cases were admitted
to hospitals with 220 being in categories three,
four and five, while the rest in categories one
and two. The national infectivity rate stood at
0.85 with Selangor s recording the highest rate
0f 1.05 and Kelantan the lowest at 0.69.
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JOINT INITIATIVE ... Health Minister Khairy Jamaluddin delivering his speech yesterday during the launch of the Precision Medicine
Collaboration initiative between Prudential Assurance Berhad Malaysia, AstraZeneca Malaysia and Pantai Premier Pathology. - BERNAMAPIX
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